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Headteacher's Message - World Book Week 

In our worship, we explored the barriers identified by World Book Day researchers from speaking to hundreds of
children.  We then looked at suggested strategies to overcome these such as choosing a favourite place to
read in, listening to audio books, reading graphic novels and chatting to friends for book recommendations.  
We also listened to the advice of the author, Tom Palmer.  Tom had great advice about choosing an interest
such as football and then starting with reading magazines and comics about this before looking for books,
which could be about the life of a footballer, skills and tactics or the history of football; we have all of these
books in our library!

LADYBIRD’S FAIRY TALE
STORY MAP

GRASSHOPPER CLASS EMBRACING WORLD BOOK WEEK



“I liked the songs”
(Hayden)

YEAR 5 & 6 THEATRE WORKSHOP

CURIOSITY JARS

OLIVER TWIST 
PRODUCTION

“It was amazing, the 
acting was fantastic”

(Perrie)

“I loved the iconic scene, 
‘What More’”

(Aaron)

“It was really dramatic”
(Ollie)

“Nancy was really good
 and I loved her dress”

(Tilly)

“Enjoyed the atmosphere -
dramatic moments drew you into

the story - sense of hope
throughout”

(Holly & Uma, Year 5/6)

“Funny, comical
moments” 

(Oscar, Year 6)

“Outfits matched the era”
(Isaac, Year 6)

“I loved the parrot
called Mr Dickens,

and the moving
set/set design” 
(Kalina, Year 5)

“Amazing that only four people played 14
characters!”

(Elias, Year 5/6)

“Bubbly, energetic actors, with
lost of interaction”
(Poppy, Year 5/6)

“Some aspects of the
book were the same,

and some were
changed for the play.

I liked seeing what
changes were made.”

(Benji, Year 5)

The workshop gave pupils brilliant insights into how a production is put together.  Pupils explored all aspects
from set design to lighting to costume changes to the use of audio.  Everyone was fascinated by how such a
small group of actors withy a fairly minimalist set could create such an enthralling production.  

Thank you so much for helping your child to collect together a
random assortment of things that interested them!  The children
have had great fun sharing the jars with their peers. The children
enjoyed being authors and used the objects to inspire writing of
their choice. Some jars and writing will form a display of the
children’s creativity in the library. 



OTHER INFORMATION

REMINDERS

DIGITAL SAFETY UPDATE

There is currently a movement in the UK called ‘Smartphone Free Childhood’.  There are
multiple reasons for this and they identify some alarming statistics:

12-15 year olds in the UK spend an average of 35 hours a week on their phone
Since 2022, there has been a 66% rise in ‘self-generated’ sexual abuse imagery of
children under 10.  Sextortion is the fastest growing crime against teens.
1 in 4 young adults show signs of behavioural addiction to smartphones.

The movement is looking to schools to tighten their rulings linked to smartphones.  I
have no plans to currently do this.  Only children in Year 5&6, whose parents have
completed a form giving permission for their child to walk to or from school are
permitted to bring a phone to school.  This must be handed to the office upon arrival at
school and collected at hometime.

‘Smartphone Free Childhood’ make a very convincing argument that children would be
far safer without smart phones and are encouraging all parents to agree to a pact where
access to a smartphone is not permitted by parents before the end of Year 9.  For more
information, please see the following website:
https://westsussexparentpact.smartphonefreechildhood.co.uk/

PE KIT & WATERBOTTLES

A number of children continue to forget their PE kits. PE is an important part of the
school curriculum and in order for children to safely take part in lessons it is essential
that they have their proper kit in school. If you know your child’s kit is at home, can you
please help them to remember to bring it in; it can remain in school.  

A few children have left their water bottles at home this week; can you please remind
your child/ren to bring this into school daily, as we do not provide cups or bottles for
children.  Thank you for your support with this.

PARENTS’ EVENINGS

A reminder that we are holding our Parents' Evenings on Wednesday 12th and Thursday 13th
March this term. Ladybirds parents’ evening will take place on Wednesday 12th March only,
starting earlier in the day. If you haven’t yet made an appointment to meet with your
child/ren’s class teacher, please do so as soon as possible.

HEADLICE IN SCHOOL

It has been brought to our attention that there is a case of head lice in the school, so we ask all parents to be
vigilant and check children's hair. For children with long hair, we recommend this be tied up when in school.
The attached information sheet may be helpful.

GLYNDEBOURNE EXPERIENCE FOR YEARS 5 & 6

Last week our Year 5 and 6 pupils visited Glyndebourne
where they were fortunate to experience opera (Uprising -
Performance for Schools) first hand. Everyone agreed this
was a fantastic opportunity, and all those who went
thoroughly enjoyed the opera, made even more special by the
spectacular setting. 



We are delighted to celebrate our children’s successes, 
both within and outside of school.  

In this week’s newsletter, we congratulate the following
children on their recent achievements:

Karate Grading - orange belt
Lilith R (Year 3)

Swimming Award - Level 10
Tom B (Year 6)

Swimming Gala - 5th Place
Theo S (Year 5)

SUITCASE OF SUCCESS

*** ROLL OF HONOUR ***



DATES FOR THE DIARY

11th March - Y3/4 Football Tournament at Henfield Primary School
12th March - School Photographs (individual/siblings)
12th March - Y5/6 Basketball Final at Angmering School
12th March - Parents’ Consultation Evening 
13th March - Parents’ Consultation Evening (Not EYFS)
14th March - Y3 visit to Amberley Working Museum
14th March - Y4 & 5 visit to Weald & Downland Museum
21st March DATE CHANGE - JSA Quiz Night
24th March - Y5 Choral Day at CH - invite only
1st & 2nd April - Y5 Lodge Hill Residential
2nd & 3rd June - INSET Days

Thank you to all those that attended our AGM on 26th February. We are delighted to announce that Claire Waller
and Kirsty Barrell are staying on as Co-Chairs for another term, along with our Co-Treasurers Daniele Khor and
Julia Monnery. Ro Wheatland has stepped into the role of Vice-Chair and Chelsea Johnston has kindly taken on
the Secretary position. I am sure you will all wish them a warm welcome and we look forward to working with
them. A big thank you to Kelly Hatcher and Abi McKeever for all their work last year.

Lots of fun was had during last week's disco, our first event of the year! Thank you so much to all of our
volunteers, without help we are unable to hold events such as these so it is always very much appreciated.

We are looking forward to our Wonda Bar collection on Friday afternoon, thank you for your support with this, we
have had a very large amount of orders in! There may be a small amount of bars for sale on a first come, first
served basis. We cannot wait to see who the gold ticket winners will be! 

Book your table now for our Quiz night on 21st March, this time it will be music themed! 

JSA are proud to have been invited along to the PG Players panto of Cinders at the end of March,
 we will be there selling snacks and wands.

Look out for news coming in the near future of another new event 
which promises to be great fun - JSA colour run! 

The JSA x

Thought for the Week

REMINDER:
There will be

no
Celebration

Assembly on
14th March

JSA NEWS 

Yesterday was Ash Wednesday, and Rev’d Alison led us in a special service to
mark the start of Lent. Lent is a period of fasting, prayer, and giving to others,
during which time Christians remember the events leading up to and including
the death of Jesus.  

Purple is the colour of Lent, and even nature blooms purple flowers during this
40 day season - a symbol of rebirth, perseverance and a connection to God.

"Then the Lord God formed a man from the dust of the ground and breathed into
his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became

a living being."

-Genesis 2:7



A head louse is a tiny, wingless insect that can attach

itself to a person’s hair, where it feeds on extremely

small amounts of blood from the scalp.

They can only move to another head by crawling

from hair to hair when the heads physically touch.

Head lice lay eggs around the roots and on the hair

– it is the eggs that are more commonly seen in

children than the lice.

Some head lice facts…..

Head lice have nothing to do with cleanliness. Anyone can

have lice. Lice love everyone!

The eggs take 7 to 10 days to hatch.

“Nits” are the empty egg of a head louse after hatching.

“Nymphs” are immature head lice, reaching maturity

between 7-13 days. Before this they are unable to lay

eggs, or move to another head.

They can live for up to 40 days.

Lice are programmed to want to move to another head

and can move quickly when disturbed – a louse can travel

up to 23cm in a minute.

They cannot jump, swim or fly, only crawl from head to

head, so they are not quite the all action heroes we might

think.

After mating, a female louse can store the sperm in a

container in her body, so she does not need to mate again

to continue producing eggs.

Head lice only live on human beings, not on other animals.
Repeat every day or two for two weeks.

Some treatments need to be repeated after a week to kill any newly

hatched lice. Check the pack to check whether they are suitable for

use on your child and how long they should be left in the hair.

Head lice should die within a day. Lotions and sprays come with a

comb to remove dead lice and eggs. Comb thoroughly after

treatment, one section of hair at a time.

This method works better on wet hair, as the head lice find it more

difficult to stay on the hair. Using conditioner and combing before

rinsing it out is also very effective.

Wet combing for treatment. Using a good quality head lice

detection comb, such as the Nitty Gritty comb, comb the whole of

the head in sections from the roots to the ends.

Head lice treatment lotion:

Use a medicated lotion or spray that kill head lice in all types of

hair. You can buy these from pharmacies, supermarkets or online.

Advise parents on the nature of head lice infestations and the
means of controlling them (this leaflet/newsletters). We will no
longer send out head lice infestation alerts.

If staff suspect a child has head lice, we will contact the parent
and ask them to assess and/or treat the child ASAP.

Individual reports will be kept confidential.

Staff will be vigilant for untreated/persistent cases of head lice
infestation and will arrange a meeting with the school nurse for
parents of children who persistently have head lice.

Children will not be excluded because of head lice.

INFORMATION FOR
PARENTS AND CARERS
Head Lice Procedures 
Head lice are not dangerous and do not spread disease, but cause anxiety and distress amongst parents. They can
cause discomfort to the child.

Check for head lice, ideally using detection

combing on wet hair, once a week

If live lice are discovered, treat the infestation as

soon as possible

Undertake contact tracing (see details below) 

How to treat head lice

We recommend 2 methods of treating head lice:

The role of the school:

What you can expect from us:

What are head lice?

The role of families:

What we expect from you:








