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Headteacher's Message 

Welcome back to the Spring term!  What a range of weather conditions we have moved through in the
space of two weeks!  

This year, we have decided to centre our fundraising efforts around three specific charities.  This will
allow our children to learn more about the causes these charities represent and be advocates for them
as well as plan and engage in fundraising activities.  Our school ambassadors were tasked, last term,
with researching a charity that was meaningful to them and presenting brilliantly.  As a result of voting,
I am delighted to announce that this year our fundraising efforts will be centred on: ‘ Water Aid’, ‘Over
the Wall’ and ‘The Big Cat Sanctuary’.  Throughout the course of the Spring term, we will be learning
about these charities and planning fundraising events for the Summer term.     

Another group of pupils, who serve us excellently are our Digital
Leaders.  Recently, they presented to the whole school
important messages linked to taking care of our computer
equipment and e-safety. On the subject of digital safety, West
Sussex County Council have recently published a guide linked
to WhatsApp; this is shared below. Please can I urge all parents
and carers to read this and reflect. Every academic year, the
number of significant issues and appeals for schools to
intervene is increasing, hence the production of this guide.
Apart from safety risks, it is also worth noting that behaviour
outside of school, including through the digital world,  can be
grounds for exclusion. We will be holding another parental
session on digital safety in the Summer term. However, in the
meantime, this website is an excellent resource
https://www.ceopeducation.co.uk/parents/ 
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Secrecy and chat lock 

Be aware of chat lock. Chat lock is a feature which allows WhatsApp users to 
keep their chats in a separate locked folder, with its own secret code. This allows 
users to hide conversations, even if someone checks their phone and messages. 
This could include messages about harmful behaviours such as self-harm and 
inappropriate sexual content. 

To start a chat on WhatsApp, all anyone needs is a person’s phone number.
If a child has given their number to someone else who then adds them to a group
chat, everyone in this group chat will now have access to their number. This means
that complete strangers can contact them. 

Does your child know what to do if they get a message from someone they don’t 
know? 
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Your child’s mental health and wellbeing: 
WhatsApp guide 

WhatsApp and emotional wellbeing 

WhatsApp age restriction is 13+
WhatsApp is a convenient and easy way to keep in touch with others. We
know that connection to others is really important in terms of our wellbeing,
however we need to be aware that there are also some risks to WhatsApp
use, particularly for children and young people. 

Who is contacting me? 
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Scams and fakes 
Information sharing on WhatsApp can reach a lot of people, very quickly.
This means that false information can rapidly gather momentum resulting in sharing
of fake news. Children and young people may not have the critical thinking needed
to understand what is real and what isn’t. This also means that they may be
vulnerable to scams. Internet Matters have produced a toolkit for parents and
carers. 

What can we do? 

 
Disappearing content 

For more support and advice, please visit our Thriving in
Education website or scan the QR code. 
All rights reserved. No part of this document may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval
system, or transmitted in any form without permission from the West Sussex County
Council. The Education Dept. and Education Business and Communications Team makes
every effort to ensure that all details are correct, but we cannot be held responsible for
inaccuracies. Please refer to www.westsussex.gov.uk/tools-for-schools to confirm details.
Copyright © West Sussex County Council 2024 

Internet Matters: What is
WhatsApp – A Guide for Parents
Internet Matters is a fantastic website children and young people aged 

Social Media Survival Guide
A recommended book for 

with a huge amount of information
about internet safety. There are
numerous guides for parent and
carers, including WhatsApp. 

10+ to empower them to stay
safe online when using social
media. 

WhatsApp has a feature which allows messages to be sent and only be
viewed once. Unfortunately, this allows users to send inappropriate and abusive
content which cannot be re-opened once seen. This means there is no evidence of
what has been sent. It also means that if you check your child’s phone you won’t
see a complete picture of what they have viewed. 

You can never really know what has been sent or received by your child’s account. 

Teach them to be cautious. Guide them to ask themselves how likely a message
from an unknown number is really from someone they know. 

Adjust the settings. You can specify who can and cannot add them to group 
chats. You can do this in the ‘Settings’ menu under the ‘Groups’ tab. 
Talk to them openly without judgment about what they are sharing and how they 
contribute. Consider with them how they can use group chats safely and that is 
okay to exit group chats if they feel uncomfortable. 
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OTHER INFORMATION

REMINDERS

Girls play, learn and have tons of fun 
for ages 4 to 7

1st Partridge Green Rainbow Unit
Meet on Monday 4.15 - 5.30pm (term time)

at St Michael’s Church Hall

Contact Mrs Balicki (Reception Class)
or Eileen Blann

1stpartridgegreenguides.rangers@gmail.com

MAGIC NETBALL CLUB & TRIALS

Magic is a selective Netball team with a high profile in West Sussex comprising of high level
players and coaches. The club ethos is exceptional and there is a really supportive and
welcoming feel to the club. 

If anyone is interested in attending they should complete an interest form on the team website.
Trials are taking place in March and are free to attend.  A flyer providing more information can
be found at the end of this newsletter.  If this is of interest, please register via the Magic
Netball  website -  https://www.magicnetball.co.uk/

CUBS IN PARTRIDGE GREEN

Last Thursday the Adur Cub Pack opened in its new
home of Jolesfield, and there was a great turnout.  If
your child is interested in joining cubs at 1st Henfield,
please follow this link to register your interest  -
https://henfieldscouts.co.uk/register-your-interest/.
Similarly, if you would be interested in helping to run
one of the groups as a volunteer, please express your
interest using the same link.

HEALTHY SNACKS

You will be aware the EY/KS1 automatically receive a healthy fruit or vegetable snack to eat
at morning break. We kindly request that KS2 children also bring in something nutritious
(fresh or dried fruit, vegetable sticks, cheese, breadsticks etc) to eat mid-morning, if they
don’t already do so - they shouldn’t be taking items, such as crisps and chocolate bars, from
their lunchboxes to eat at breaktime. Thank you for your support with this. 

PERSONAL POSSESSIONS

Please check that your child’s clothes, lunch box and water bottle are all clearly named. On a weekly basis, we
continue to reuse, recycle and dispose of unnamed items. Any named items are immediately handed to the child. 



We are delighted to celebrate our children’s successes, 
both within and outside of school.  

In this week’s newsletter, we congratulate the following children on their
recent  achievements:

Dance Award
Medal & Trophy

Evie S (YR)

Gymnastics Award
Floor & Bars (Level 4)

Issy P (Y2)

Floor & Bars (Level 2)
Maisie W (Y2)

Floor & Bars (Level 1)
Isla P (Y2)

Performance of Frozen 
at Christ’s Hospital

Max B (Y4)

Karate
Grading

Ollie W (Y4)

Equestrian
Winner - The Stables of Cissbury Quiz

Georgia R (Y3)

Climbing/Bouldering
Advanced Certificate of Achievement

Teddy W (Y3)

SUITCASE OF SUCCESS

*** ROLL OF HONOUR ***



JSA NEWS 

Happy new year one and all! 
Fresh off the festive break, we are already planning a few upcoming events, so please add the dates to your
diaries!

The time for the JSA AGM is fast approaching and will be held on Wednesday 26th February at school, starting at
7:30pm. We warmly invite you to attend and help shape the future of the JSA. Whether you would like to offer
ideas for fundraising activities, volunteer to help with events or perhaps consider taking on a more active role, we
would love to hear from you. 
If you would like any further information before the meeting, or have any questions at all, please grab us in the
playground for a chat, or email the JSA mailbox (JolesfieldJSA@gmail.com).

Claire & Kirsty x

Thought for the Week

DATES FOR THE DIARY

17th January - Table Tennis ‘Match Play’ - invite only
7th February DATE CHANGE - Y5/6 Cross Country Final (Windlesham) - invite only
14th February - INSET Day
26th February - Glyndebourne Peformance Y5 & Y6 
26th February - JSA AGM
28th February - JSA School Discos - EY/KS1 & KS2
5th March - Oliver Twist Production (whole school)
12th March - School Photographs (individual/siblings)
12th March - Parents’ Consultation Evening 
13th March - Parents’ Consultation Evening
14th March - Y3 visit to Amberley Working Museum
14th March - Y4 & 5 visit to Weald & Downland Museum
24th March - Y5 Choral Day at CH - invite only
28th March - JSA Quiz Night
1st & 2nd April - Y5 Lodge Hill Residential
2nd & 3rd June - INSET Days

At the beginning of the year, many of us will set new year’s resolutions.  
When we seek to be better, do better or contribute more fully, it can
have the knock-on effect of inspiring others around us as well.  Just by
making resolutions and striving to achieve them will have a positive
effects on us and those around us.

We especially love celebrating children’s achievements during weekly
celebration assemblies, explaining that these awards wouldn’t be
achieved without perseverance.

Let’s remember this when we are faced with life’s challenges, and also
encourage those around us to be resilient, persevere and not give up.

“Sometimes”, said the horse. 
“Sometimes what?” asked the boy

“Sometimes just getting up and carrying on is brave and magnificent”

Taken from ‘The Boy, The Mole, The Fox and The Horse’
by Charlie Mackesy

mailto:JolesfieldJSA@gmail.com


EMPOWER INFORM SUPPORT

Worthing Umbrellas
Tuesdays, 10 am - 11.30 am
Durrington Community Centre

21st Jan / 11th Feb / 18th Mar

Shoreham Umbrellas
Tuesdays, 10 am - 11.30 am
Adur East Family Hub (Shoreham)

14th Jan / 4th Feb / 4th Mar / 1st Apr

Littlehampton Umbrellas
Wednesdays, 10 am - 11.30 am
Creative Heart Community Hub (upstairs)

22nd Jan / 12th Feb / 12th Mar / 2nd Apr

Horsham Umbrellas
Wednesdays, 10 am - 11.30 am
Horsham Family Hub

15th Jan / 26th Feb / 19th Mar

Chichester Umbrellas
Thursdays, 10 am - 11.30 am
Donnington Parish Hall
30th Jan / 27th Feb / 27th Mar

Burgess Hill Umbrellas
Tuesdays, 10 am - 11.30 am
The Cherry Tree Centre

28th Jan / 25th Feb / 25th Mar

16th Jan

6th Feb

13th Mar

3rd Apr

7.30 pm - 9 pm

7.30 pm - 9 pm

7.30 pm - 9 pm

7.30 pm - 9 pm

If you are a parent or carer of a child or
young person with special educational
needs and disabilities in West Sussex, please
join us at one of our local support groups or
from the comfort of your own home.

Umbrellas
Parent Support Group
Spring Term 2025
Would you like to connect with
other local parent carers?

If you would like more information about our
Umbrellas Support Group or would like the
link to join Umbrellas online, please contact
the outreach team.

Email: 
outreach-training@reachingfamilies.org.uk

www.reachingfamilies.org.uk

Umbrellas Online
Thursdays via Zoom








