
Art Curriculum Overview
2022/23

EYFS Year 1&2 Year 3 Year 4/5 Year 6

3 & 4 Year Olds
Explore di�erent materials  freely, in order to
develop their  ideas about how to use them  and
what to make.

Develop their own ideas and  then decide which
materials to  use to express them.
Join di�erent materials and  explore
di�erent textures.

Create closed shapes with  continuous lines, and
begin to  use these shapes to represent  objects.

Draw with increasing
complexity and detail, such as  representing a
face with a  circle and including details.
Use drawing to represent  ideas like
movement or loud  noises.

Show di�erent emotions in  their drawings and
paintings,  like happiness, sadness, fear  etc.

Explore colour and colour mixing.

Show di�erent emotions in  their drawings –
happiness,  sadness, fear etc.

Reception
Explore, use and refine a  variety of artistic
e�ects to  express their ideas and feelings.

Return to and build on their  previous
learning, refining ideas and developing their
ability to represent them.

Create collaboratively, sharing  ideas, resources
and skills

ELG: Fine Motor Skills
Children at the expected level of development will:
- Hold a pencil e�ectively in preparation for fluent
writing – using the tripod grip  in almost all cases;
- Use a range of small tools, including
scissors, paint brushes and cutlery;  - - -
- Begin to show accuracy and care when
drawing.

ELG: Creating with Materials
Children at the expected level of development will:
- Safely use and explore a variety of
materials, tools and techniques,
experimenting with colour, design,
texture, form and function;
- Share their creations, explaining the process they
have used;
- Make use of props and materials when role
playing characters in narratives  and stories.

Year 1

Drawing: Make your mark (omit lesson 3)
Developing observational drawing skills when

exploring mark-making . Children use a range of
tools, investigating how texture can be created

in drawings.

Painting and mixed media: Colour splash
(omit lesson 4)

Exploring colour mixing through paint play,
children use a range of tools and work on

di�erent surfaces.

Sculpture and 3D: Paper play
Creating simple three dimensional shapes and

structures using familiar materials, children
develop skills in manipulating paper and card.
They fold, roll and scrunch materials to make

their own sculpture.

Craft and design: Embellishments
Developing skills in measuring, cutting and

adding decoration to create a range of
decorative items such as jewellery and

headpieces inspired by di�erent cultures.

Year 2

Drawing: Tell a story (omit lesson 5)
Using storybook illustration as a stimulus,

children develop their mark making skills to
explore a wider range of tools and experiment

with creating patterned surfaces to add texture
and detail to drawings.

Craft and design: Map it out (omit lesson 4)
Responding to a design brief, children create a

piece of art that represents their local area
using a map as their stimulus. They learn three

techniques for working creatively with materials.

Painting and mixed media: Beside the seaside
Taking seaside paintings and impressionist

painters as a starting point, pupils investigate
how mixing a wider range of colours contributes
to di�erent e�ects. They explore surface texture

when selecting and combining materials to
make their final piece.

Sculpture and 3D: Clay houses
Developing their ability to work with clay,

children learn how to create simple thumb pots
then explore the work of sculptor Rachel

Whiteread and apply her ideas in a final piece
that uses techniques such as cutting, shaping,

joining and impressing into clay.

Drawing: Growing artists
(omit lesson 3)

Using botanical drawings and scientific
plant studies as inspiration, pupils explore
the techniques of artists such as Georgia
O’Keefe and Maud Purdy to draw natural
forms, becoming aware of di�erences in
the choice of drawing medium, scale and

the way tonal shading can help create
form.

Painting and mixed media: Prehistoric
painting (omit lesson 5) Investigating
making their own paints, making tools
and painting on di�erent surfaces, the

children explore prehistoric art.

Sculpture and 3D: Abstract shape and
space

Exploring how shapes and negative
spaces can be represented by three

dimensional forms. Manipulating a range
of materials, children learn ways to join

and create free standing structures
inspired by the work of Anthony Caro and

Ruth Asawa.

Craft and design: Ancient Egyptian
scrolls Learning about the way colour,
scale and pattern influenced ancient

Egyptian art, children explore the
technique of papermaking to create a

papyrus-style scroll.

Sculpture and 3D: Mega materials (omit
lesson 4)

Learning about the work of inspirational
sculptors, children create personal
responses and make choices about

techniques and materials such as recycled
materials and clay.

Drawing: Power prints (omit lesson 1)
Using everyday electrical items as a

starting point, pupils develop an awareness
of composition in drawing and combine

media for e�ect when developing a drawing
into a print.

Painting and mixed media: Portraits
Investigating self-portraits by a range of

artists, children use photographs of
themselves as a starting point for

developing their own unique self-portraits in
mixed-media.

Craft and design: Fabric of nature
Developing skills in textile techniques, pupils

explore the beauty of the natural world to
create stunning visual art inspired by the

striking colours, pattern and textures of bird
and insect life.

Craft and design: Photo opportunity (omit
lesson 4)

Exploring photography as a medium for
expressing ideas, pupils investigate scale

and composition, colour and techniques for
adapting finished images.

Painting and mixed media: Artist study
(omit lesson 5)

Identifying an artist that interests them,
children research the life, techniques and

artistic intentions of that individual.

Drawing: Make my voice heard
Exploring art with a message, children look
at the famous ‘Guernica’ by Picasso and the

confronting works of Käthe Kollwitz. They
develop their drawings to incorporate new

surfaces, a range of techniques and
demonstrate an emerging personal style.

Sculpture and 3D: Making memories
Documenting their memories of their time at

primary school, children select their
favourite art and design skills and

techniques to design and create a 3D
artwork to represent these memories.


